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1. 3be Director of Central Intelligence briefed Mr, Truman to the 
latter 1 * private office in the Truman Library, Independence, Missouri, 

X1A9A tram UsJO to 6:00 p.n. on Tuesday, 12 August 1958 * The Director was 

3.4(c) - 1949 A^coqpsnled by^^^^^^^^^so other parsons were present* was 
the second Int ell i gen ce briefing of Mr* Truman^ the first having been 
m Aii.glvea on 30 July 1958 25X1 A9A 

2* Before be ginnin g the intelligence briefing the Director sa id 
that he bed brought a draft of the speech which the President planned to 
sake at the m General Assembly on Wednesday* The great impor tance 
which the President attached to the speech as a major contribution to the 
solution of Mid-Eastern problems was emphasised. The Director indica t ed 
that the speech was still being worked on and that the section dealing 
with Jordan was to be expanded It w 

pointed out that the speech drew attention to the similarity between the 
present crisis end cri tic al periods during Mr* Truman's at r atio a 
and that it was the Ittwldeat's wish to i nser t Mr. T3naaan*s «****» luto the 


25X1X7 




f 




Approved For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001 000040022-8 



speech in connection with our government's vesp® 3 ®® to these esrlle* 
crises. 

3, Mr* Truman eopressed deep appreciation for the cone Iteration 
shorn him by the President and said that be was touched and honored* Be 
was g lad to to ov that the President himself would so to Bew York to 
deliver the address and signified hie approval with emphatic geetures. 

The UK was the right place for the discussion of the Kid-Eastern problem 
whA he was in eosplete agreement with the Pre s i d e n t in the President's 
Ins istence on t*>is principle throughout the recent correspondence with 
Kr. Khrushchev* 

4 . lb hie in telligence briefing the Streetcar followed the outline, 
copy attached, which he had drawn up beforehand to bring Kr* Truaan ip 
to date from the briefing given him on 30 Jbly. She briefing wa 
ref e r r ed to as background fear Kr* Uraoan's use in fo ll o w i n g the US 
General Assembly session. 

5„ xn response to the Director's review of the Soviet proposals 
tot a sutmlt con f er ence of five b eads of governeant, including Kr* Bahru, 
Kr* Truemn indicated bis own negative reaction to the Soviet predilection 
for Mg-lbwer settlement of smaU-power problems* Be stressed the iapor- 
tme* of the U8 as the organisation es t ab lis hed to protect the snail 
powers from Just this kind of treatment. Kr. Truman recalled the Con- 
gress of Vienna as an outmoded form for the settlement of international 

problems. 
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6 . <8* Dtrecrtcor gads It clear that Shrushcber’a de mand for a 

of the G eneral Assembly oo the Mid-East problem was a return to 
earlier resolutions, la one of which the U.S. Itself hod proposed to 
refer the Mid-Eastern problem to the General Assembly. Khrushchev's 
shift la tactics following the visit to Peiping did not neaa an 
abandonment of the request for a sunmit conference. Use Director 
developed tbs significance of Ehrushchev'e vleit to Peiping in the con- 
text of a Siro-Soviet desire for a sennit conference la which the 
Chinese Ooraualsta would have an Insistent voice* When the Director 
described the Chinese Communist military sad political pressure on the 
Chinese nationalist position la the 2*ivan Strait area, as pert of the 
coordinated saves by the Slno-Soviet bloc against the West, Mr. inasso 
responded with concern. 

7. Mr. Trunaa im mediat ely ashed about the situation in Korea and 
oa being told that the Chinese Communists had been withdrawing troops 
from north K or ea he that be had wondered If the pressure a g ain st 
Formosa might he a ruse car distraction to cover a revival of pressure 
la Korea. Be went oa to eagres* his doubts and suspicions c oncerning 
the Ch i n ese COBcmnista aad remarked on the difficulties which an 
A gae r icaa has la understanding the Chinese. Be sometimes thought he 
should have permitted General MscArtbur to go after them. Mr. Truman 
Indicated his acute consciousness of the cont inuin g danger to us arising 
out of the Cfofs* 8 * Oosawnlst threat In the Vast Bust. As before, oa the 
occasion of his briefing oa 30 July, he alluded to his Interest in 
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Sino -Soviet relations, adding this tiro that be was convinced the 
Russians ware afraid of the Chinese. 

8. la the course otf briefing on the principal develojmente in each 
of the Middle Eastern countries, and the Moslem Berth African state*, 
the Director stressed the difficulty of the British position in Jordan 
and elaborated on the nexus of problems arising out of Jordan’s plight. 
Mr. Truman observed that the present Jordan did not have the econo mi c 
resources to maintain an independent existence. Apropos of a reference 

^to Deputy tfodereecretary Murphy's talks with Sasir, Mr. Truman said that 
/ he would pi ffice so more trust in Basic th a n he would in a Coranunist. 

9 . During the concluding discussion of toe Middle Bast Mr. Truman 
•tapped Afghanistan on the world globe by his desk and expressed the 
opinion that Afghanistan was lost now that the Soviet Onion dominates 
her eco nomically . The Director quickly qualified Mr. Truman's factual 
references and took issue with the proposition that Afghanistan was lost. 
There was a general exchange of views in which Mr. Truman stressed the 
reliance which we could always place in the friendship of Pakistan and 
Turkey and in which the Director returned to the internal problems of 
the governments of Iran and the Sudan in r elatio n to their desire to 
maintain a pro-Western position. 

ID. Finally Mr. Truman asked what would come of all this; how 
could this difficult and dangerous situation end? What could we do to 
luring this area into an age of sanity? 

11. In response to ttr. Trumans question the Director turned to the 
draft of the President's speech as c onta in i n g proposed answers and 
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offered it to him to read should he eo desire. Inas much as the speech 
was st ill undergoing revision, Mr. Truman decided that he would wit to 
read it in its final form as given by the President and reported in the 
press. He signified a willingness, however, to talk about any proposals 
con tained in the speech and there followed a discussion of its economic 
proposal. ter. Truman said he felt sure he would be in complete agree- 
ment with all the proposals but he particularly welcomed an effort to 
reach an economic solution, tbs economic approach being in his opinion 
the basic one for Amn\ing with problems in the area. Be reiterated a 
belief wh ich he expressed earlier that the local revenues from oil 
could go a long way to solve Arab problems if only properly used by the 
Arab governments. As for Arab nationalism, be said we have every reason 
to foster it, but not, he added, in the form of a political unity im- 
posed by Egypt. He did not believe political unity was what the Arabs 
truly desired or really seeded and this they would see for themselves if 
only they would sit down calmly and apply their extraordinary resources 
to their mutual problems. 

12. At the end of the briefing, Mr. Truman repeated his expressions 
of graditude and of desire to be as cooperative and helpful as it was 
possible for *a Missouri mule" to be. 25X1 A9A 
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